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Re: Ex Parte Presentation
In the Matter of Advanced Television Systems and
Their Impact Upon the Existing Television Broadcast Service,
MB Docket No. 87-268

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Tribune Broadcasting Company ("Tribune"), by its undersigned attorney, hereby submits
this request to change the technical parameters for its two New Orleans stations, WGNO and
WNOL, in the proposed post-transition DTV table of allotments. See Advanced Television
Systems and Their Impact upon the Existing Television Service, Seventh Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking ("7'h SFNPRM "), MB Docket No. 87-268, FCC 06-150, released October
20,2007. Tribune requests that the technical parameters specified in the attached documents be
substituted in the post-transition DTV table.

The analog and digital transmitting facilities of WGNO and WNOL were completely
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. While Tribune has restored and improved the analog service of
WGNO and WNOL, neither station is on the air with a digital signal. In its initial comments
filed in response the 7th FNPRM, Tribune indicated that it was in the final stages of selecting a
new DTV transmitter site and that, once the site was finalized, Tribune expected to file a
subsequent request to change the WONO and WNOL allotments to reflect operations from the
new site. The parameters in the post transition table proposed in the 7th SFNPRM reflect DTV
operations for WONO and WNOL from the old transmitter site that Tribune abandoned after it
was destroyed by Katrina.

The instant ex parte submission is Tribune's promised follow-up filing. Tribune recently
finalized an agreement to operate the DTV facilities of WGNO and WNOL at the WDSU
transmitter site and tower. The WDSU transmission site is approximately 3.7 km from the old
WONOIWNOL transmission site. Tribune's post-transition plan is to have WONO and WNOL
share an antenna with WDSU. The attached documents contain parameters for the DTV
operations ofWGNO and WNOL from the new WDSU site using the shared antenna.

Sidley Austin UP is a 11",~ed liability partnership praeticing in affiliation with other Sidley Austin partne/Ships



Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
July 23,2007
Page 2

Tribune submits that the instant request is clearly in the public interest. Shortly after
Hurricane Katrina made landfall, the DTV facilities ofWGNO and WNOL were destroyed. Like
many of the broadcasters in the area, Tribune was forced to find a new transmission site for its
stations due to circumstances that were clearly beyond its control. Modifying the parameters for
WGNO and WNOL in the post transition DTV table to reflect operations from the new WDSU
site will streamline the application process and allow Tribune to restore DTV service to the New
Orleans market more quickly.

A copy of the attached documents with a short explanatory e-mail was previously
forwarded to Eloise Gore of the Media Bureau. Please direct any questions regarding this matter

to the undersigned. ,Il,,;'l-"V4":IY;.-r..Y0,/Vurs,p~ulA
Thomas P. Van Wazer -V (

cc: Eloise Gore (via e-mail)
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